
 
Gathering of Young Catahoulas in Strašín 
 
Gatherings of Catahoula owners and breeders, which have been organized since 
2004, have already taken place several times in Strašín. Lesní Hotel is a suitable 
place even if it started being too small, when a number of participants exceeded 
its accommodation capacity. It was the main reason to look for other places for 
the main gathering, which is now organized once a year. Nevertheless, we 
welcome a possibility to stay in Strašín, particularly for smaller events. 
It was this case, the gathering of young Catahoulas this time. It was focused on 
a group of pups and young dogs and it was not in such a hurry as usually 
traditional gathering is. The event was held during a weekend of May 15 – 17, 
2009. Beside several teenage Catahoulas and pups, a few adult dogs were 
present, too. It was an opportunity for their masters to rest and get rid off 
stresses of normal life rather than to show themselves. Although not all, who 
were interested, arrived for various reasons, there were 17 dogs present finally, 
among them 3 Australian Cattle Dogs (acd). Hana Koutková (kennel Besavej) in 
cooperation with the CC EU was the main organizer of the gathering. The main 
aim was socialization of pups and teenagers. As a guest, a dog trainer, Hana 
Souhradová from Milevsko, was present there and it was very useful for all of 
us. She wanted to obtain some experience with Catahoulas. She is well 



experienced in training dogs and her good instincts and patience with people 
helped some of us to understand and manage better our dogs. Her presence was 
beneficial to all of us and we hope that our cooperation will go on. 
     On Friday, only a few of us arrived earlier, thus a time for games came. 
Seven (acd female) first run through one of young Catahoula males and then the 
time to introduce her to pups (3.5 months old) came. For all, who have got any 
experience with her, there is no surprice that Seven is very strict to other dogs. 
Therefore, it was very easy for her to get respected by pups, even when they 
were normally very selfconfident. Seven did her herding work without any 
hesitation, i.e. pups were driven back under a table and they preferred staying 
there rather than to be pressed by her again. The pups have never met such a 
strict „baby-sitter“ before.  
Weather was not bad on Friday afternoon, however, during the evening clouds 
arrived and rain started finally.  
It was rainy until a noon on Saturday. It was probably the reason, why a few 
interested participants did not arrive at all. Nevertheless, our planned activities 
were not too much space demanding, so we could use a small back garden, where 
a roof secured us from the wet weather.  
The rain was not so bad to discourage us from training e.g. transporting dogs in a 

barrow or carrying them in a blanket. The most of dogs did not show any fear 
and all, who showed any hesitation, worked it off easily thanks to our trainers 
advices.  



 
The morning ended with a recall for a long distance excercise and some 
excercises in a group of dogs at a large grass place in front of the hotel, 
because for such activities more space was necessary.  
After a lunch, the sky was clear and sun was shinning, thus we could set off a 
planned walk. We had to drive ca 20 km deeper to Šumava mountains. It was ca 9 
km long walk, therefore the pups had to stay at home. 
 
 All others really enjoyed wonderful time, particularly resting on a large grass 
place at the end of our walk. It was the large, sunny place in a deep forest. We 



excercised a recall of our dogs and talked about exams and training basic 
obedience. Time was running fast at such a pleasant place and we reached our 
cars at 19:30. However, nobody was sorry for it, although we all were hungry 
already. 
 



On Sunday, the sun was shinning from early morning. Finally, a few (already 
unexpected) participants arrived. We worked in a group of both pups and adults. 

 



 The dogs were learning to respect a wheel chair for disabled people and other 
distractions. We trained also several excercises of obedience for novices, which 
will be useful namely for the CC EU breeding approval procedure in the future. 
All went well, without any stress and problems. I think that all participants were 
satisfied and leaving Strašín with good feelings that we did a lot of work with 
our dogs.  Our thanks belong to both ladies – dog trainers. 
 
Written and translated for the CC EU by Dr. Helena Synková 


