
Helena Synkova asked me to write an article about Indigo’s training and 
preparation for the examination to Search and Rescue Dog in wreckage. Indy 
passed successfully this examination on 18.04.09. It is a pleasure for me to 
report to you about that. 

As Indy was 7.5 weeks old, as I took him to my home and at the age of 9 weeks I 
started playfully to train him for a Search and Rescue Dog in the SAR-Dog-
squad of ASB Munich.  

For me it was an experiment. I did not know any person who works with a 
Catahoula as a search and rescue dog and I found no field reports about it. The 
only thing I knew was that some Catahoulas work as SAR-Dogs in USA. So it 
would work or not. Nobody knew for sure, but all of my enquiries and my gut 
feelings let me believe that it could work. 

From the first day of training we noticed that he is truly a dog of working-
breed. It was always amazing to teach him, even if his extraordinary self-
confidence and strong will was sometimes a challenge for me and for all trainers 
in our squad. Nevertheless, just his abilities predispose him to be the excellent 
SAR-Dog in the next years. 

 



Indigo understood very quickly what´s his job. It has never been a problem for 
him to find a person, as we teach him that it is a great pleasure to find 
somebody and he has got really a very good nose. It has been also no problem for 
him to mark the found person by barking. From the very beginning he behaves 
friendly to strange and found persons (but at home he is alert and no stranger 
would ever enter our house, when he alone is at home). 

At the age of 12 months, Indigo had problems to be concentrated on his work. 
He found a person and then he went away to sniff and to do other things on his 
own. I did not worry much, because it was a normal behaviour at his age. We had 
to be patient and keep on working. 

The most exciting challenge in Indy’s training was the development of our 
teamwork. His idea of teamwork was a bit different from mine. At this point, I 
had to learn more about ways how Catahoulas use to work, but he also had to 
understand that I want to take part in this game. 

During the search in woods or wreckage you can´t lead a Catahoula like e.g.  
Labradors, German Shepherds, etc. The way of Catahoula work is different from 
most other dogs I´ve seen in the past years as a SAR-Dog trainer. I like 
Indigo’s way of work very much and for myself I had to find a way how to lead 
him and to let him to be independent at the same time. Our teamwork is good 
now, but it will need next 1 or 2 years, until we are a well-balanced team. 

I trained Indy 1 year and 8 months until we have got the admission for SAR-Dog 
examination for wreckage. It is a very short time according to my experience.  

On the day of examination, I was really nervous but Indigo (though he is a young 
and inexperienced dog) showed his steadiness that I appreciate very much. So I 
got the feeling that I could count on him and he would do his job. 

First he passed the examinations in obedience, walking on ladder and seesaw and 
other agility things, before we were allowed to go on in the important exam – the 
work on wreckage to search for entombed persons. 



 

In this discipline he showed to the jury an impressive superior achievement. Our 
teamwork was the best we have ever done together and his nose was excellent. 

 

He was sure, he moved carefully on the wreckage and he found all three persons.  
It was difficult to mark the first person, because there was a strong wind at 
that time and it was not easy for him to localize the source of the scent. 



 He did a very good job and I was very proud of him.  

 

 

Now Indigo is the certified Search and Rescue Dog for wreckage and he will go 
with me into any disaster operation, when our SAR-Dog-squad will be requested. 

 

Written by Anke Boysen 


